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JANUARY EVENT  

The Installation of the Councilõs officers 
will take place aboard the Crown Princess  

Port Everglades FL  
  

January 22, 2011  
Boarding begins at 11:00 AM  

$40 per person  
  

The following officers will be installed:    
 

President ð George Reeves  
First VP ð Sandra Jones  

Second VP ð Charles Schmidt  
VP, Legislative Affairs ð Robert Marks  

Secretary ð Teresa Perez  
Treasurer ð Tom Jones  

JAG ð Frederick òFritzó Heidgerd 
  

Princess Cruises requires each attendee to sub-
mit security information (even if attendee has a 
port id).  
 
Please send the following information for each 
person attending the event:  full name, passport 
or driverõs license number and state of issue, 
and date of birth. Mail the security information 
along with a check made payable to BCNL to 
Marianne Giambrone, 1546 Barcelona Way, 
Weston FL  33327.  
  
Questions can be sent to bcnavyleague@yahoo.com  

  
Check and security info must be received by  

 January 12, 2011  
 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY!  

USS BOONE FFG 28 VISIT 

Council member Milton Leidig stopped by the All Hands 
Party at Brinyôs Irish Pub on December 2, 2010 to see his 
son Zach Leidig who serves on the USS Boone.  There 
was a great turnout for the event with members from Fort 
Lauderdale and Boca Councils as well as Broward Navy 
Days in attendance.  Below are just some of the sailors 
who enjoyed the event. 



IN MEMORIAM  PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

2011 ï Navy Aviation Centennial Year. 
 
This year marks the 100th anniversary of Navy Aviation.   
 
A Centennial Task Force has been formed, including U.S. 
Coast Guard and Marine Corps flight elements, to cele-
brate this anniversary throughout the United States.  For-
mal celebrations will kick off in San Diego in January and 
continue at select locations including Pensacola with a 
Blue Angels Homecoming in November.  Locations, back-
ground information and a lot more are included in the 
website, www.cnaf.navy.mil. I commend the site to you.  
Words donôt do justice to a century of great aircraft, carri-
ers, and crews depicted in photos and videos. 
 
On January 18, 1911, a civilian pilot, Eugene Ely, made 
the first landing aboard ship flying a Curtiss pusher onto a 
wooden platform constructed on the armored cruiser 
PENNSYLVANIA in San Francisco Bay. Days later, LT 
Theodore Ellyson accompanied pilot Glenn Curtiss who 
made the first successful hydroaeroplane flight in San 
Diego.  Later on May 11th, Captain Washington Irving 
Chambers prepared the contract to purchase the first 
Navy aircraft and this date was designated as the birthday 
of Navy Aviation.  On June 11th, the Navyôs first aircraft, 
an A-I Triad made its maiden flight at Hammondsport, 
New York.  On September 24, 1918, LTJG David Ingalls 
shoots down his fifth enemy plane in Europe to become 
the Navyôs first fighter ace.  Then on to the commissioning 
of the LANGLEY in 1922 where LCDR Godfrey Chevalier 
makes the first carrier landing.  The saga, of course, con-
tinues through the WWII years and to current operations, 
aircraft and the ships that support them. 
 
Youôve got to see the pictures and video. 
 
Our Council has been in contact with the Centennial Task 
Force in San Diego and we hope to have a speaker from 
Pensacola NAS travel to Ft. Lauderdale to make a pres-
entation with all the visuals. Iôll keep everyone informed. 
 
 
 
  George Reeves 
   President   

Congress approved a short-term spending bill in late 
December, clearing a contract for Marinette Marine and 
Austal to each build ten littoral combat ships for the US 
Navy.  The passed bill went through some wording 
changes allowing the US Navy to purchase ten ships 
each from Lockheed Martin and Austal USA. As 
stressed in the last few days of debate over this issue, 
the Navy once again reminded Congress that the plan 
to use two builders allows them to purchase 20 ships 
for the price of 19.  The Lockheed Martin ships will be 
built at the Marinette Marine yard in Marinette, Wiscon-
sin and the Austal ships will be built at Austal's US yard 
in Mobile, Alabama.  Each contract is worth nearly $5 
billion and is expected to double employment at Mari-
nette Marine by 2013. Austal ós Mobile facility will dou-
ble in size and is expected to add 1,800 jobs over the 
next two years.    The ships are capped at $480 million   
each, with expected price per ship to range between 
$440 million and $460 million, according to the Navy.  

MILITARY NEWS 

Board member John Kiefer 
passed away in mid-
December.  
 
John and his wife Nelly 
have been active members 
of the Navy League and 
our Council since 2004.  
John recently served as 
the Chairman of the New 
Members Social Commit-
tee.  He felt strongly that all 
new members should feel 
welcome at Council events.   
 
John served in the Navy 

from 1963-1965 and was active in the Archbishop Carroll 
High School Alumni Association in Washington DC. 
 
 A celebration of life was held at St Pius X Roman Catho-
lic Church on December 27th.  John will be truly missed.   
 
Donations may be made in Johnôs name to: 
 
Jim Moran Heart and Vascular Center 
Holy Cross Hospital 
4725 North Federal Highway 
Fort Lauderdale FL 33308 

http://www.cnaf.navy.mil/


SHOEBOX CARE PACKAGES FOR MARINERS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

             Al Stein (left) delivers gifts     Larry Ott (2nd from right) waits for gifts to be loaded onto ship
     
Christmas came simply for mariners visiting Port Everglades. It didn't come with big party but it came in a gift-wrapped 
shoebox stocked with soap, shaving cream, work gloves and other basics provided by Seafarersô House volunteers.  The 
simple gifts are valued because the federal Patriot Act prevents mariners without visas from leaving their ships. Even for 
those with visas, shore leave is limited. Because of automation, ships that once stayed a day or two now may sail within 
six to eight hours. 
 
This is the fourth year of Shoebox Christmas and since late November, shoeboxes were brought to two or three ships a 
day, seven days a week.  By mid-January, about 100 volunteers will have boarded 125 ships and given out over 2,000 
presents.   Among those volunteers was Joe Giambrone, South Florida Area President and board member, who took on 
the task of coordinating the delivery volunteers.  Some of the members who delivered boxes to the ships include Larry 
Ott, Erwin Sefton, Mike Gordon and Al Stein. Board Member Al Starr had his Spruance Division Sea Cadets participate 
in the endeavor.  Council member and Chaplain of Seafarersô House Ron Perkins drove the van loaded with gifts and 
often provided spiritual comfort and blessings to the mariners.  The Council also made a financial contribution to Seafar-
ersô House to assist with purchasing items to place into the shoeboxes. 
 
  
Joe Giambrone (right) and volunteers deliver gifts          Council member and Chaplain of Seafarersô House Ron 

     Perkins checks on the supply of shoeboxes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE 

Left to right:  Board Member Senior Chief Alan Starr, Pearl  
Harbor survivors John Zarli and Abe Stein and CMC Slator 
USN of the USS Boone laying the memorial wreath  
 

 
On December 5th, a Pearl Harbor Memorial Remembrance was held at Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale.  John Zarli 
and Abe Stein, two Pearl Harbor Day survivors were in attendance and participated in the ceremony.  Guest speaker 
was Captain Christopher P. Scraba, USCG, Commander, Sector Miami who spoke of the tragedy of December 7, 1941 
and compared it to 9-11 noting that each generation has a wake up call to togetherness.  Council member and Chaplain 
of Seafarersô House Ronald Perkins gave the invocation.  The Spruance Division Sea Cadets presented the colors led 
by Board Member Senior Chief Alan Starr.  Crew members from the visiting USS Boone also were in attendance. 
 

 
A special memorial service honoring WWII veterans was held at the Ascension Lutheran Church in Boynton Beach on 
December 7th.  The service was organized by Ralph W. Slane, Director Emeritus, New York Council Navy League.  
Felix Novelli, who served on the USS Intrepid, recited a very descriptive poem about his experiences during WWII.  The 
poem was written by Carl Novelli, deceased son of Felix.  The distinguished guest speaker was Robert A. Ravitz RADM-
RET, who is past National Vice President, Public Relations, Navy League; past President of the New York Council Navy 
League; and Co-Chairman and Executive Director of the USS New York LPD-21 commissioning committee.  Tom Jones, 
Broward County Council Treasurer, described many of the features of the USS New York and recalled how this ship 
honors the victims and heroes of 9-11.  Tom Jonesô son is the Commanding Officer of the USS New Yorkðthe ship that 
has 7 1/2 tons of steel from the World Trade Center in her bow.  
 
 

 
 

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCES 

Left to right: Board member Bob Marks, Pearl Harbor sur-
vivor John Zarli and Capt Christopher Scraba, Com-
mander, Coast Guard Sector Miami  

Left to right:  Micki Ravitz, Felix Novelli, Tom Jones, Robert A. Ravitz (RADM-RET) 



The 39th annual Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat 
Parade took place on December 11th.  The theme for this 
year's parade was "Dancing Thru the Decades" and about 
100 boats participated.  The event is one of the highlights 
of the holiday season in South Florida and has been hap-
pening every year since 1972.  Members of the Council 
had the opportunity to participate in the world famous pa-
rade aboard the USCG Cutter Hudson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Crew of the USCG Cutter Hudson  
Below:  Council members Erwin and Joan Sefton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Below:  Trent Callahan, Ling Leung and Board member 
Anita Carmell 
 
 

 

 
 

WINTERFEST BOAT PARADE MARINES IN ENGLAND 

Shelly and Al Stein traveled to England in November to 
visit their family and, while there, attended the Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball.  They made sure that the Marines 
received some of the scarves and helmet liners that local 
South Florida knitting groups have been making for our 
troops. 
 
The following thank you email was received from GYSgt 
Adrian Marsden, Marine Detachment, RAF Molesworth. 
 
Thank you for sending the Scarves and Helmet Liners to 
us.  We are stationed in England and have recently had a 
string of days where the temperature was below freezing, 
so your scarves were put to good use.  Despite the 
weather, we carried on with our Toys for Tots ef-
forts.  Some of the scarves were worn by our Toys for 
Tots helpers to keep warm during the  recent cold snap. I 
have included a photo of one of our helpers during a re-
cent Toys for Tots collection event at RAF Alcon-
bury.  She asked us to pass on to  you that in addition to 
being warm, the scarf she had was "cool!"  The Marine 
Detachment at RAF Molesworth, United Kingdom spon-
sored the local United States Marine Corps Toys for Tots' 
toy collection drive. Toys are distributed to local disadvan-
taged military families and several charities for local un-
derprivileged British children. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shown in photo is GySgt Adrian Marsden (left) and SSgt 
Osumanu Saku (right) with a young Toys for Tots helper 


