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MARCH DINNER SOCIAL  NEW MEMBER SOCIAL  

Thursday, March 10, 2011 
 
Tropical Acres Restaurant 
2500 Griffin Road, Fort Lauderdale 
  
Cocktails at 6:30 PM             Dinner at 7:15 PM 
  
Guest Speaker will be: 
 
CDR Michael J. Rodman 
Commanding OfficerðNavy Recruiting District Miami 
 
Dinner Choices:  Prime Rib or Baked Chicken Breast 
  
Cost: $35 for non-local dues paying members 
          $30 for local dues paying members 
 
Make your reservation by March 6, 2011 
  
Send an email to bcnavyleague@yahoo.com or 
Call Joan Sefton at 954-753-2322 

  
 
 
The Council ï through the tireless efforts of Shelly and   
Al Stein ï has been sending care packages to deployed 
Marines for some time.  Over 500 care packages have 
been mailed but we need to continue our efforts.  We are 
again seeking donations from Council members and 
friends to continue our care package program.  If you 
wish to donate DVDs or items such as dried fruit, candy, 
magazines, and personal care items, you can bring them 
to any dinner social or other Council event.  Cash dona-
tions towards the cost of postage are always appreciated 
ï it costs $12.95 to send each care package. 
 
Contact Al Stein at 954-472-0285 to arrange for drop-off 
of items or to get more information. 
 

 
New members (left to right) Brian Flynn, Asela Flynn, Richard 
Horton, Sonja Gorwood are joined by President George Reeves 
 
 

On February 24, the Council hosted a new member social 
at the George Thorne US Naval Sea Cadet training facil-
ity.  The event gave an opportunity for the new members 
to meet each other as well as the Council directors.  
Council President George Reeves welcomed the mem-
bers and shared information regarding Council activities.  
The board members in attendance were introduced and 
George explained the responsibilities of each.  Alan Starr, 
Commander of the Spruance Division Sea Cadets, 
shared information about the history of the building and 
the Sea Cadets.  He also gave a very informative talk 
about military protocol.   Thanks to Charlie Schmidt, 
Council New Member Coordinator, who arranged the 
event.     
 
See additional photos inside.  
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GUEST SPEAKER PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Fleet Week 2011 is upon us 
 
This annual event sponsored by Humana Military Health 
Care Services and coordinated by Broward Navy Days is 
the signature seafaring experience of the year. 
 
Some six ships bringing 2,500 Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guard personnel will arrive in Port Everglades and will be 
available for ship tours beginning on April 25th through the 
30th.  The initial All Hands reception will be held at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel on Monday, April 25th.  The 
complete public schedule for the week is on 
www.browardnavydaysinc.org.   
 
Our own Broward Council is an active participant and our 
members volunteer for the many administrative and liai-
son duties required to insure the success of this major 
event.  Joe Giambrone supervises the ship tour schedul-
ing for Sea Cadets, high schools and other youth groups 
and indeed the general public.  Heôll need assistance and 
will advise us all regarding time and place. 
 
Shelly Beck is the Fleet Week overall volunteer coordina-
tor and will need help with community outreach programs 
including hospitals, veteransô organizations, Habitat, ath-
letic events and many other activities for Our Navy visi-
tors.  If you can help for a day, the week or even more, 
email Shelly at shelly.beck@cancer.org.  Based on past 
experience, Iôm sure youôll find these activities rewarding.  
And, itôs part of the Navy League mandate for service to 
our seafarers. 
 
Enjoy the week. 
 
 
 
 
George Reeves 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is the USS Iwo Jima, one of six ships which will be 
visiting Port Everglades for Fleet Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commander Michael J. Rodman, a native of Naugatuck, 
Connecticut, is a 1993 graduate of Norwich University, 
earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathemat-
ics.  He was commissioned through the Naval Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (NROTC).  In 2009, he earned a 
Masters Degree in National Security and Strategic Stud-
ies from the United States Naval War College in Newport, 
Rhode Island.   
 
Commander Rodmanôs sea duty assignments include 
USS Richmond K. Turner (CG 20) as the Main Engines 
Officer, USS Nassau (LHA 4) as the Operations Informa-
tion and Aft Main Propulsion Division Officer, and USS 
Russell (DDG 59) as the Auxiliaries Officer.  During his 
tour on Nassau, the ship completed a Mediterranean De-
ployment, operating in the Adriatic Sea in support of Op-
eration Sharp Guard, Deny Flight, and Provide Prom-
ise.  While stationed on Russell, the ship completed a 
deployment to the Arabian Gulf conducting Maritime Inter-
diction Operations in support of sanctions against Iraq.    
 
Commander Rodman was then assigned to the Naval 
Academy Preparatory School, Newport, Rhode Island as 
a Mathematics Instructor.  In December 2001, he reported 
to Commander, Naval Reserve Recruiting Command 
Area Northeast, as a Reserve Officer recruiter.  His initial 
Department Head tour was as the Enlisted Programs Offi-
cer at Navy Recruiting District Michigan.  In March of 
2007, he reported to Commander, Navy Recruiting Re-
gion East as the Region Enlisted Programs Officer.  In 
February 2010, he reported to Navy Recruiting District 
Miami as the Executive Officer. In November 2010 he 
assumed command of Navy Recruiting District Miami. 
 
Commander Rodmanôs awards include the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Commendation Medal (three awards), the 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (four 
awards), and various unit awards. 
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FEBRUARY DINNER SOCIAL 

Council members enjoyed guest speaker Joe Farrell, Jr. 
at the dinner social on February 10.  Members were able 
to learn about maritime dangers such as fires, collisions 
and oil spills from Mr. Farrell, President/CEO, of our Com-
munity Affiliate, Resolve Marine Group, one of the largest 
salvage, tug and fire fighting operations in the hemi-
sphere.  He discussed how he got into the salvage busi-
ness and how he has grown his business over the past 30 
years.  Mr. Farrell  also shared photos of many of the suc-
cessful operations Resolve has performed world-wide. 
 
Nova High School JROTC cadets presented the colors; 
they are under the leadership of Major David Baldwin, 
Senior Naval Science Instructor. 

Top photo:  NOVA JROTC color guard 
Middle photo:  Major David Baldwin with Alan Starr 
Bottom photo:  New board members Fritz Heidgerd and Connie 
Christensen join long time board member Larry Ott 

Above:  Council President George Reeves presents clock to Joe 
Farrell Jr. 
Below:  New member Tom Stenger, Mary Beth and Joe Farrell, 
George Reeves 

Below:  Council members Don Bannister and Tom Carney 



ALL HANDS PARTY 

On February 11, an All Hands Party for the crews of the USS Truxton and the USS Mitscher was held at Brinyôs Pub.  
The Council co-hosted the event with the Fort Lauderdale Council.  Members of the Boca Council and Broward Navy 
Days were also on hand to enjoy a great evening of conversation, music and drinks!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CDR Brian Sorenson, CO, USS Mitscher (photo above left) and CDR Ron Walker, XO, USS Truxtun (photo above right) 
were on hand to enjoy the evening with their crews members and Navy Leaguers  (shown in photos below) for a fun eve-
ning at Brinyôs. 

 


