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ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT  MAY DINNER SOCIAL  

Thursday , May 12, 2011 
 
Tropical Acres Restaurant 
2500 Griffin Road, Fort Lauderdale 
  
Cocktails at 6:30 PM             Dinner at 7:15 PM 
  
Program:  Centennial Year of Naval Aviation 
 
Guest Speaker:  Captain Patrick A. Lefere 
Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station, Key West 
 
Dinner Choices:  Prime Rib or Shrimp Scampi 
  
Cost: $35 for non-local dues paying members 
          $30 for local dues paying members 
 
Make your reservation by May 7, 2011 
  
Send an email to bcnavyleague@yahoo.com or 

       Call Joan Sefton at 954-753-2322  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shelly Beck, event coordinator, with Easter bunny BM3 Brett 
Lawrence 
 

The Councilôs annual Coast Guard Easter egg hunt and 
BBQ was held on Saturday, April 16, at Coast Guard Sta-
tion Fort Lauderdale.  Coastguardsmen from Station Fort 
Lauderdale, Air Station Miami and Sector Miami and their 
families joined Council members and friends for an over-
cast, but very enjoyable day.  Children of all ages came 
with baskets ready to find the almost 500 plastic colored 
eggs scattered on the grounds of the Station.  The chil-
dren were also able to enjoy the bounce house and face 
painter and all children went home with a toy and candy.  
Adults and children were able to enjoy hot dogs, burgers, 
salads, chips, cookies, water and soda.  Cooks for the 
day were board members Erwin Sefton, Alan Stein and 
Charlie Schmidt.  Special thanks to our community affili-
ate Ships Supply for once again donating the majority of 
the food and to Public Supermarkets on Cordova Road 
for donating the bottled water and soda.  A big thank you 
goes to Council member Shelly Beck who coordinated the 
event and was assisted by Dottie Kirk.  
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FLEET WEEK MAYôS GUEST SPEAKER 

 
CAPTAIN PATRICK A. LEFERE  

UNITED STATES NAVY 
 
 
 

Captain Patrick A. Lefere, a na-
tive of Jackson Michigan, gradu-
ated from the University of Michi-
gan in 1986.  He received his 
commission in September 1986 
upon completing Aviation Officer 

Candidate School in Pensacola Florida as a Distinguished 
Naval Graduate.  After receiving his wings in April 1988, 
he was assigned as a Selectively Retained to VT-4 in 
Pensacola as a T-2 instructor pilot where he received In-
structor Pilot of the Year honors for 1989.  In April 1990, 
Captain Lefere reported to VFA-125 in Lemoore California 
for Fleet Replacement Training in the F/A-18.  Upon com-
pletion of this training he was assigned to the BLUE DIA-
MONDS of VFA-146 where he completed two deploy-
ments to the Arabian Gulf onboard USS NIMITZ (CVN 
68).  Captain Lefere returned  to VFA-125 as an Instructor 
Pilot in February 1994 and in 1995, he was awarded 
ROUGH RAIDER Instructor Pilot of the Year and Junior 
Officer of the Year.  He left Lemoore in February 1997 
and reported to the VFA-81 SUNLINERS at NAS Cecil 
Field Florida as a department head.  With the SUNLIN-
ERS, he deployed onboard USS DWIGHT D. EISEN-
HOWER (CVN 69) to the Mediterranean Sea and Arabian 
Gulf.   
 
Following his department head tour, Captain Lefere was 
assigned to the Naval Personnel Command in Millington 
Tennessee where he performed his duties as the F/A-18 
Assignment Officer from July 1999 to July 2001.  He then 
spent a year as Chief Staff Officer for Commander, Strike 
Fighter Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet at NAS Oceana Virginia 
where he was selected for operational command.  Cap-
tain Lefere reported for duty as the Executive Officer of 
Strike Fighter Squadron 136 in February 2003 and as-
sumed command of the squadron in May 2004.  During 
his time with the KNIGHTHAWKS, he deployed onboard 
USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73) to the Arabian 
Gulf.  Following this tour, he earned a Masters Degree in 
National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval 
War College, Newport Rhode Island in November 2006.  
From Newport, he was assigned to U.S. Joint Forces 
Command where he served as the Force Rotation Branch 
Chief for the Operations and Plans Directorate (J3) until 
January 2010. 
 
Captain Lefere took command of Naval Air Station Key 
West, Florida in June 2010.  He has logged over 3,800 
flight hours and accumulated 598 carrier landings.  His 
individual decorations include the Defense Superior Ser-
vice Medal, two Meritorious Service Medals, two Strike 
Flight Air Medals, four Navy Commendation Medals, the 
Joint Service Achievement Medal and two Navy Achieve-
ment Medals.  

Fleet Week went by quickly for those Council members 
who were able to participate in the numerous events.  We 
hope that you were able to get out and meet some of the 
sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen that visited Fort 
Lauderdale. 
 
The week started with the public lining the shores to 
watch the USS Iwo Jima, USS Normandy, USS Ross, 
and the USS Annapolis arrive in Port Everglades.  (Coast 
Guard cutters Gannet and Diamondback also participated 
in Fleet Week.)  The VIP welcome reception was held 
Monday night at the Bluepoint Ocean Grill and was at-
tended by officers from the visiting ships, local govern-
ment officials, sponsors as well as Broward Navy Days 
and Navy League members.  The reception was followed 
by the Official All Hands on Deck Welcoming Party, held 
in the courtyard of the Paradise Shoppes at the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino.  The enlisted persons of the year 
from the various ships were recognized for their accom-
plishments and, after a few welcoming comments, the 
evening was all about the sailors, Marines and Coast-
guardsmen enjoying themselves.  The Hard Rock pro-
vided free food and drinks and the Navy band entertained 
the crowd.  On Tuesday evening, the Council hosted the 
Junior Officers party at Brinyôs Irish Pub.  The event was 
well attended and, as they say, a good time was had by 
all.  On Wednesday, some very lucky individuals had the 
opportunity to enjoy lunch onboard the military vessels.  
Several local chefs joined the Navy chefs to produce deli-
cious meals which were served to guests and military per-
sonnel.  Thursday night was also about food - Galley 
Wars took place at Hughôs Catering.  Guests watched the 
chefs from the visiting ships compete against each other 
using a ñmysteryò ingredient similar to the Iron Chef TV 
show.  Friday brought the week to a close with a farewell 
reception onboard the USS Iwo Jima. 
 
The above were just a few of the public events that took 
place during the week.  Of course, there were also the 
numerous public tours of the visiting ships.  Thanks to the 
efforts of Tom Jones and Joe Giambrone, who were in-
strumental in ensuring these tours went off smoothly, over 
7,000 people participated in the tours.  Numerous 
schools, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Sea Cadets and 
JROTC units were able to participate.  For the military, 
there was a golf tournament, school and hospital visits, 
damage control Olympics, athletic events, a fishing tour-
nament, beach clean-up and more.  A special thanks to 
Don and Phyllis Bannister who set up a booth at the port 
to sell bottled water and soda; all proceeds were donated 
to the Council. And a huge thank you to all the volunteers 
from the Council who stepped up and assisted at the 
weekôs events. 
 
Council  
members at 
the VIP 
Welcome 
Reception at 
Bluepoint 
Ocean Grill 
 



THE MANY FACES OF THE EASTER EGG HUNT AND BBQ 

 


