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OCTOBER DINNER SOCIAL SEPTEMBER DINNER

Honoring the Sea Cadets
Spruance Division Sea Cadets will serve as
guest speakers and share stories of their
summer training activities
The dinner social will be held on:

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Plantation Preserve Golf Course and Club
7050 W Broward Blvd., Plantation

Cocktail hour begins at 6:30 Dinner at 7:15 PM

Dinner choices: The Council was honored to have Navy League National
President Dan Branch join us at the September 8" dinner
social. The event was held at the Plantation Preserve
Golf Course and Club in Plantation i a last minute
change due to the fire at our community affiliate Tropical
Acres. President Branch addressed a small group of

Broiled Mahi Mahi with tropical fruit salsa or
Chicken Chardonnay with artichoke hearts

BCNL local dues paying members = $30 Navy Leaguers prior to the dinner social. There was time
National dues paying members and guests = $35 during the cocktail hour for those in attendance to meet
Active military and spouses = $20 the many special guests who were in attendance includ-

ing National President-Elect Phil Dunmire, Regional
Please call Joan at 954-753-2322 or email President Bill Dudley and Council Presidents Morrie

bcnavyleague@yahoo.com by October 7 to make Weinman (Boca), Tom Melville (Everglades), Rudy Oet-
your reservation ting (Fort Lauderdale) and Ken Lee (Palm Beach). Many

of our local military also attended including Coast Guard
Rear Admiral William Baumgartner and Rear Admiral Ste-
ven Ratti. Mary Anne Gray of Broward Navy Days and
Simone Hoover of Operation Homefront were also in at-
tendance. Spruance Division Sea Cadets presented the
colors. Shown in photo above is long time Navy Leaguer
and Council member Hank Petri, National President Dan
Branch and Council President George Reeves.

E-MAIL- bcnavyleague@yahoo.com Visit our Web Site www.bcnavyleague.org
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An American Ship Commissioned i
A New Member of the Navy family

While in recent years, the christening and commissioning
of Navy ships represent two separate events in the diary
of a naval vessel, the Naval Historical Center informs us
that ship launchings harken back to the times of the Egyp-
tians, Greeks and Romans and involved elaborate cere-
monies wherein the Gods were called upon to protect
seamen and their newly built ships. As a symbol of bless-
ing, shrines were placed on quarterdecks, wine was con-
sumed and participants in ancient Greek launchings
wreathed their heads with olive branches, all in an effort
to protect ships and crews from the unpredictability of the
seas.

During the Middle Ages and into the seventeenth century
in Great Britain, launching ceremonies included a serving
of wine in an elaborate cup by the presiding official who
subsequently poured wine onto the deck and threw the
cup overboard which ritual was replaced in later years by
breaking a bottle across the bow.

The Historical Center reports that American christening
practices emulated those of Europe. In eighteen century
Bost on, the Constitution,
by her sponsor, Captain James Sever, USN, as he stood
on the weather deck at the bow and broke a bottle of fine
old Madeira on the bowsprit according to written descrip-
tions of the event.

In more modern times, the time between the christening
and the commissioning 1 the latter when the ship is actu-
ally brought into Naval service i lengthened considerably
as the hull required considerable installation of machinery
and equipment, all of which had to be tested and modified
through sea trials and refitting to the extent that some
Nimitz class carriers underwent sea trials for three years
before the commissioning ceremony when they were
Abrought to |Iifed the
and formally incorporated into the family of Navy ships.

Over the years, the American commissioning ceremony
became a more publicly elaborate event, traditional yet
colorful with much pageantry and meaning to those at-
tending and especially for the plankholder officers and
crew.

The Arleigh Burke class destroyer Spruance, soon to be
DDG 111, will be commissioned in Key West on October
1%, | hope as many as possible will attend.

George Reeves
Council President

wat c hjes

The Spruance Division Sea Cadets are sponsored by the
Fort Lauderdale Council of the Navy League and led by
our Council board member LDCR Alan Starr. According
to their website, theirpur pose fdi s to b
values of respect, team work, self confidence, leadership,
and most important of all, to make the right choices in life
that will guarantee each o

The Spruance Division (NSCC) 14 to 18 years and Rad-
ford Training Ship (NLCC)

every Saturday during the school year. Cadets muster at
8:15 am and usually begin the day with physical training.
Cadets are instructed by both adult volunteers who are
Sea Cadet Officers and by senior cadets through class-
room and hands-on instruction in subjects such as basic
seamanship, military drill and leadership. Although they
meet and drill every Saturday during the school year,
most of the training for the Cadet Corps takes place over
the summer months. The first training evolution for all ca-
dets is Recruit Training, better known as boot camp,
which is a scaled down version of the Navy's boot camp.
During Recruit Training cadets are instructed by active
and reserve military personnel and Sea Cadet officers in
military drill and discipline, physical fitness, seamanship,
shipboard safety, first aid, naval history, and leadership.
Sea Cadets who have successfully completed Recruit

fi @iaiding Imayo padidipdte & &/ariousv Advanaed Trainng

offered in locations throughout the United States.

The Cadets serving as our guest speakers will be sharing
stories of their summer training.
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IALUNCHEON

FLEET WEEK PARTY

Our council will co-sponsor a luncheon on Sunday,

November 6 to honor

have returned home after
Terrori smo. The |l uncheoni
1: 00 PM at Shul abés Hotel,

(www.donshulahotel.com). We expect to honor approxi-
mat el y 50 Navy reservists
adopted unit, the Navy Operational Support Center i Mi-
ami (NOSC). Although these service members drill in
Miami, they come from all over the eastern coast of the
United States.

Please join in us in honoring these courageous Navy per-
S h €ouach membdrsneajoyihgatheeeveat rwdre (frema leftt td
right) Shelly Stein, Joan Sefton, Mike Gordon, George
Reeves, Peter Caspari and Alan Stein.

sonnel and enjoy some of
surroundings. Send your check for $30 per person before
October 29" to Treasurer Tom Jones at 6201 SW 16" St,
Plantation, FL 33317. Entrance will be $35 at the door.
(Every paid admittance will receive a $25 coupon which is
good for another dining ex
Shul aés for helping to und

For those who may not be knowledgeable about Individ-
ual Augmentees (lAs), the following is provided: In con-
trast to a sailor who deploys with a ship, squadron or unit,
sailors who leave their assigned units or commands to
deploy individually or with a small group are known as
Individual Augmentees. After the September 11, 2001
attacks and especially after the U.S. invasion of Irag and
buildup in Afghanistan, Individual Augmentee assign-
ments increased dramatically. Initially, most of these as-
signments included Navy or Air Force personnel assigned
to Army units to fill specialized roles that the Army had

On September 14, 2011, those that volunteered during

the Playwright Irish Pub and were given wrist bands,

I ndivi dbbheetAutVWmeht eeeng ofyledd st)hewhfoVol ur
s e sporisareg byi BrowardhiNavy Bagd. dlireaevent Was theldo n

i at The Villaged of IGelfdtrean dPark ahdlwas éditendediby

6 8ote? 100wliunteerSdnd spansors. Gliests chieckdd enlate s

WHeyhad dimeitd visit paaticipatingtrestaur@nswamdcstioresé s

before returning to the Playwright for an after-party. The
members who attended appreciated being recognized for
the hours they spent volunteering their services as well as
reuniting with acquaintances from Fleet Week. Many
thanks to Mary Anne Gray and Broward Navy Days.

ful

ank
nt .

either trouble filling or X . ome
volunteeré. others are assi ned Currentl v there are ap-
proximately 12,000 Navy and Air Force personnel filling

Army jobs in the United States, Iraq, Afghanistan, Cuba, SLATE OF 2012 OFFICERS

and the Horn of Africa at any one time. Roughly, half of

the deployed IAs are active duty and half are reservists.

Most IAs are concentrated in the 20-nation U.S. Central

Command region, which includes Iraq, Afghanistan, Ku-

wait, and Bahrain. Basic combat skills training is con- President i Shelly Beck

ducted at an Army base before the IA deploys. However, First VP i Marianne Giambrone

it is generally thought that these sailors and airmen are Second VP i Charles Schmidt

pl aced in harmdés way becausglp tebifatve HQrs i"RBdert Maiky € t he full
training of Army personnel Secre 9|”'|5ére§a|5e‘?e§ have gone above
and beyond the call of duty supporting overseas contin- Treasurer i Tom Jones

gency operations. Twenty (B F AP eSrlhc"’kveﬁFF?"i"t‘%otpléld‘éér'd
mat e sacrifice for wus. | Ads have received

bat service awards and 19,272 Meritorious Service
Awards.

These brave men and women
deploy individually and return §
home individually preventing
them from getting the welcome
home celebration and recogni-
tion they deserve. Please join
us at the luncheon to recognize
their sacrifices.

Write-in candidates will be accepted by the secretary until
October 31, 2011. The name of the proposed candidate
and office for which they wish to be considered must be
accompanied by 20 signatures of council members in
good standing. Mail information to Secretary, BCNL, P O
Box 39252, Fort Lauderdale FL 33339.

Elections will be held at the November dinner social.
Members must be present to vote.
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OPERATION HOMEFRONT MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Huggies has created a limited-edition Little Movers camo

diaper that will be distributed exclusively in Walmart

stores across the country. Babies can be dressed for a

cause and help support military families. Operation Welcome to our new members!
Homefront will get one diaper for every box of Huggies
sold, up to 300,000 diapers. Walmart has joined in the
excitement and has added a commitment of up to
200,000 diapers to be given to Operation Homefront as
part of a postcard campaign; they will get one diaper for
every postcard sent during the campaign, up to 200,000.
With your help, up to 500,000 diapers can be donated to
help military families. The campaign runs now through
December 31, 2011 or until the goal of 500,000 free dia-
pers for military families has been reached.

Edward Cusnier and Rachel Cyrlak-Cusnier,
Aventura

David L. Enlow, Coral Springs

You do not have to buy the diapers to help - simply send
an on-line postcard. For more details, go to
www.huggiescamo.com.

We Can Do It!

COUNCIL SUPPORTERS

@R
o

Together we
can donate up to
500,000 diapers
to help military

families. ”

Robert A. Giacin EA & Company
2131 Hollywood Blvd Ste 101
Hollywood

Publix Supermarket
Cordova Road. Fort Lauderdale
954 -847 -2844

MEMOR'AM Wal-Mart

4700 Flamingo Road, Cooper City

¥ =, " Randol ph Joseph fiRJO Bieszczak
spent the last 7 years as a mem- ‘Wal-Mart _
\= &, ber of the Spruance Division Sea 12555 W. Sunrise Boulevard, Sunrise
) st Cadets where he participated in
" countless adventures, community Wal-Mart
service efforts, and technical 3306 N University Drive. Sunrise

trainings. As the Color Guard
Commander, he participated in
numerous formal ceremonies.
RJ was a senior at Taravella

On Site Photo Solutions, Inc
1-800 -705 -2454

High School and planned to join www.ireachamerica.com
the Coast Guard after graduating.
In August, RJ died as a result of a tubing accident in a Shula's Hotel
Coral Springs canal. 6842 Main Street, Miami Lakes
305.821.1150

RJ was an organ donor and his organs were donated to

four patients at the Miami ChiIdr\(IaVWanAidsoner]—H)asshStlel'tcoa{nl. He obuvi
ously was a very special young man and our condolences

go out to his family and friends as well as to his Sea Ca-

det family.
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CARE PACKAGE PROGRAM

The following thank you email was sent to Ms. Wendie The following are just two of the thank you emails the
Karp, a neighbor of Shelly and Al Stein, who donated Council has received from military personnel who have
enough personal toiletries to fill up three flat rate boxes received our care packages.

which were sent to Camp Bastion Hospital in Afghanistan.

N Hello there, I just wanted to let you know that we received ov
Ms. Karp stepped up and supported our deployed military 50 packages the other day and | made sure that they made it

personnel i you can too. We need to continue this impor- 3 good home. Here is a picture of two Marines that helped rr
tant project and the Council cannot afford to do so without organize. Thank you again.

your financial assistance. Your donation of items for the 1stSgt Kevin Wiss
1/5 H&S Co

care packages or cash is deeply appreciated by these
brave young men and women serving our country. Con-
tact Al Stein at 33325alan33325@yahoo.com or 954-472-
0285 or mail a check made payable to BCNL to P O Box
39252, Fort Lauderdale FL 33339.

Ms Wendie Karp,
I am writing to thank vyo
sent via Navy League of the United States Director, Ala|

|l 6ve just picked up the |
I 6m still in the process wi t
mat es, UsSMC, I hope vyou shar

them with out United Kingdom military personnel in Carf=
tion Hospital as well. We are grateful for the time and efe==g
youdbve done to collect th
We are enjoying the various lovely scents and reminisc
the various places that they comelfasnVegas and the -
spas are a hit (personally, | think that vanilla and cocon
belong in the kitchéh ;
A little something about Camp Bastion and Hospital, it
Camp Leatherneek USMC base, located in Helmand P
ince of Afghanistan. It is a very small hospital, but a
proud that we can boast 95% survival rate . We treat al
forces including the local nationals. We are trying to
Afghani hearts and minds but our priority will always
Wounded Warriors and NATO forces. It is United Kingdit
erned, we, the USN, USMC, and US Army are just a ve
contingency here. very little American amenities.

There_ is a mini PX available a_t_Camp Leatherneck_vyhich.f'soga%lois Thursday August 11th and your packages have j
-15 minute _walk from the hospitetl sells the bare MINIMUM, ived! | was completely surprised by the seven boxes you |
of necessities. The only western food that we get is from_eit & our generosity is overwhelming and greatly apprecia

the Dining Facility at Camp Leatherneck or the Pizza Iiﬁp ?fave placed one heck of a Navy smile on many faces
e '

cated on base. The UKOGs magtn d’l &ard wsri?. & ré?oﬁen(%estﬁeperqutlt%g bz

curry.dJobvi ousl y |l 6m not a fanWith ”.Ih spi.ce U : |
b a s i c needs é fe met The to etheﬁ Sie in une\/gf}Wgrrlgrs |és nlc'etto € remin fd of ek
es hot ' o i ﬁo r§ wh8 are thin ir!ib%f ug back Nofhe. ’

yes hot. . I.shall put together a short video of who and what we are at

Again, we thank you for supporting usfour troops. The t ch'F%ar Hospital. My time is coming to a close here and |

sent are quick scents of home, and we are apprematl\%ae%ane in early September. Thanks for remembering those
look forward to returning home safely. us in the War Zone

| have sent a copy of this message to the Commanding Offi
of the Navy Operation and Support Center of Miami, LCDR E
Bormann. He is well aware of the fine contributions the Brow
County Navy League continues to provide for all our Sailors.
Respectfully,

LCDR Risberg, USN

NATO Role 3, MMU

Thank you.
Respectfully,

Mariflor M. Sumait CDR, NC, USN


mailto:33325alan33325@yahoo.com

ANOTHER THANK YOU

For those members who wonder why the Council feels so strongly about sending care packages to our deployed Ma-
rines, read the following letter. If it touches your heart even just a little, please consider sending a donation so that we
can continue this most important program.




SEPTEMBER DINNER SOCIAL

Florida Region President Bill Dudley and USCG Rear
Admiral William D. Baumgartner

Navy League National President Dan Branch and Opera-
tion Homefront Florida Chapter President Simone Hoover

Palm Beach Council President Ken Lee with Dan Branch

Bill Dudley, Fort Lauderdale Council President Rudy
Oetting and LCDR Alan Starr

Council members Bob Haab and Shelly Beck with Ever-
glades Council President Tom Melville Dan Branch and Council President George Reeves



