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Denise Hein, Editor 

 

When –    Thursday, May 8, 2008 

 Where –   Tropical Acres Restaurant 

Time –  6:30pm for cocktails  

         7:15pm for dinner 
 

Waiting Conformation from an 

Exciting Guest 
  

Dinner Choices  

 Prime Rib of Beef or Florida Dolphin 

Cost –  $30 per person 
 

Reservations to:   Anita Carmell 

 bcnavyleague@yahoo.com or 954-473-1071  

No later than May 6, 2008 
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E-MAIL—  bcnavyleague@yahoo.com 

 

President – Bill Weiler – 954-344–4513 

First VP - Alan Starr – 954-722-8285 

Second VP – Bob Haab – 954–741-7299 

VP- Legislative Affairs   - Jerry Corcoran –305–371-7612 

Secretary – Marianne Giambrone – 954-385-0545 

Treasurer – Peggy Raben – 954-462 2178 

JAG – Ed Rumin, Esq.- 954-565-9492 

 

Don Bannister – 954-747-3454 

Anita Carmell – 954-473-1071 

Joe Giambrone – 954-385-0545 

Denise/Robert Hein – 954-764-6366 

Tom/Sandra Jones – 954-587-4618 

Celeste Keegan – 954-973-7814 

John Kiefer – 954-563-9619 

Steve Naimoli – 954-564-1400 

Telmo Ortega – 954-395-7979 

Larry Ott – 954-771-1765 

Jay Porges – 954-972-0074 

George Reeves – 305-285-4845 

Mark Stein – 954-974-0006 

Al/Shelly Stein – 954-472-0285 

Bob Viverito – 954-452-6961 
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CONTACT YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 

APRIL  EVENTS 
MAY DINNER SOCIAL 

USCG Sector Miami pays tribute to Celeste Keegan 
Capt. S. Mehling, CO Air Station Miami; Capt. K. Schultz, CO Sector Miami 

Lt. Scott Rooke,  CO Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale 

Mayor Jim Naugle reads Proclamation.  Past Presidents Alan 

Starr, Shelly Beck, Fran Shaw, Don Bannister and Bob Hein. 

Director Mark Stein recognized for his 18 years service to 

our Council with Sr. Chief Alan Starr, USN  (Ret.) 

mailto:bcnavyleague@yahoo.com


 

       William Welp, Jr. 

       7101 SW 20th Street 

       Plantation, FL 33317 

       954-792-5774 

       welste55@bellsouth.net or 

       wwelp@dadeschools.net 

 

       Sponsor – Bill Weiler 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Another busy month has passed, and we look forward to the challenges of our first Fleet Week in some time without professional assis-

tance.  Although it will have passed by the time you read this, it will have presented a great opportunity for all of our members to step 

forward and volunteeré.I thank in advance those that have done so!   

 

At our April Dinner Meeting on Thursday, April 10th, BCNL celebrated our 40th Anniversary.   Since Karin and I had long standing 

plans to be on vacation in Aruba that week, (with a planned return date on 11 April), as 1st Vice President, I asked Alan Starr to be my 

substitute at the meeting.  Because of the special occasion of our 40th Anniversary, and a Navy League Florida Regional Meeting in 

Tampa on the 11th and 12th,  I was  able to move our return date up one day.  Considering a scheduled flight arrival of 5pm in Miami, 

customs, and I-95 traffic, I felt it prudent to leave the control of the meeting to Alan.  It was a wise decision, for although we made it to 

Tropical Acres in time for the meeting, (with a change of clothes in the airport parking garage), Alanôs performance was exemplary, 

and I thank him!  

 

CAPT Karl Schultz, CAPT Steve Mehling, and LT Scott Rooke were all on hand to pay a very special and  extremely deserving tribute 

to Celeste Keegan for her years of dedicated service to BCNL and to acknowledge the very special relationship she has maintained 

with the Coast Guard men and women assigned to their Commands.  Ft. Lauderdaleôs Mayor Jim Naugle, Congressman Ron Kleinôs 

assistant Laurie Watkins, and a letter from Broward Mayor Lois Wexler, all paid tribute to our 40 th Anniversary.   CDR John Daly, CO 

of the USCGôs TACLET was the guest speaker, and the presentation on his sea-going SWAT team was outstanding!  You may read 

more on this and the events of our dinner meeting in Bob Heinôs article in this issue. 

 

The NL Florida Regional Meeting at MacDill AFB in Tampa was well worth attending.  Although I did not make the Friday tours of 

CENTCOM and SOCOM, the folks that did said that they were extremely informative.   I was present for a talk followed by a question 

and answer session with LT GEN Martin Dempsey, Commander of CENTCOM.   He is an impressive leader, and visiting with him in 

itself made the trip worthwhile.  Our Regional meeting on Saturday was as usual, motivating and educational.  In addition to numerous 

other topics, our National President Mike McGrathôs priorities of membership and retention, youth programs, legislative affairs, and 

public affairs were all discussed at length.  

 

I hope to see many of you during our upcoming Fleet Week and at the May Dinner Meeting on May 8 th.  As always, thanks for your 

support!  

Bill  
CAPT G. William Weiler, USN (Ret.) 

President, Broward County Florida Council NLUS 

  

  

 

 
03 Robert Greni          19 Mark Stein 

05 Rob Latimer        20 Hy Volaski 

08 Hank Petri        22 Ann Hopkins 

10 Lloyd Rhodes         23 Jay Porges 

15 Brenda Stacy        24 Telmo Ortega 

17 Nancy Lindberg    27 Sandra Jones 

18 Jeanie Knapp       28 Robert Joslin 

April 28/May 2 - FLEET WEEK 2008 

May 8 - Dinner Social 

May 11 - Mother’s Day  

May 17 - National Maritime Day 

May 22/24 - NLUS Regional Meeting 

                              Arlington, VA 

May 26 -  Memorial Day 

THANK YOU 

 

Our special and well deserved Thank You to Celeste Keegan and George Fredlund for their many years of 

dedicated service spent in putting together our Newsletters.  We want them to know that their countless 

hours of work have been enjoyed and appreciated.  And thanks too for sharing their knowledge and experi-

ence with the new staff.   

Together Everyone Accomplishes More!     THANK YOU! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS   NEW MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

May 



Visit our website at: www.bcnavyleague.org.    It is very informative. 
 

Council “Challenge” coins are now available.   Cost - $6.00.    Contact Joe Giambrone at 954-389-0545. 

 

Reminder to ALL members – If you make a dinner reservation and do not cancel 24 hours in advance, you will receive a bill 

for that event.  We are obligated to pay for the number of dinners we order.   Thank you. 

 

 National Membership Dues Increase 

At the National convention of the Navy League held in November, the board of directors agreed to increase membership 

dues, effective July 1, 2008. 

 

Members are strongly encouraged to consider becoming life members before the dues increase goes into effect.  An indi-

vidual life membership currently is $450; the husband/wife life membership fee is $650.  Don’t miss out on this opportu-

nity – you will never have to worry about paying dues again and will avoid any future member dues increases.  More impor-

tantly, you will be providing financial support to the Navy League and its mission. 

 

A summary of the changes in fees is listed below.  Take advantage of the lower fees by paying your dues before July 1, 

2008.  Questions can be directed to Membership Chairperson Marianne Giambrone at giambrone@myacc.net. 

 
Travelers 

Bob and Denise Hein enjoyed a trip to California to watch son, Steven, compete and finish an Iron Man 

Competition. 

Bill and Karen Weiler relaxed with friends in Aruba. 

Reminder to ALL members -  if you make a dinner reservation and do not cancel 24 hours in advance, you 

will receive a bill for that event.  We are obligated to pay for the number of dinners ordered.  Thank you. 

 

Ailing and Recovering   

Joseph Keegan is recovering after a fall.   

Bob Haab is recovering nicely from recent throat surgery. 

  Current  Effective July 1, 2008  

Regular (individual) Member  $40  $50  

Two-Year Member  $75  $90  

Three -Year Member  $100  $125  

Husband/Wife Members  $70  $85  

Life member  $450  $500  

Husband/Wife Life Members  $650  $750  

News from the US Navy and the Coast Guard Community Affiliates 

 

 
 

Briny Irish Pub 

954-376-4742 

 

Corcoran Associates 

305-371-7612 

  

Downtowner Saloon 

954-463-9800 

 

Grady Marine Construction, Inc. 

954-523-1212 

 

Gunn Allen Financial 

   954-315-3810  

 

Resolve Marine, Inc. 

954-764-8700 

 

Ship Supply of Florida 

 

Tropical Acres Restaurant 

954-989-2500 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTERS 

 

 

Bahia Cabana Resort 

954-524-1555 

 

Publix Cordova Road 

954-847-2844 

 

Second Edition Book Shop 

954-431-0884 

 

Wal-Mart  

4700 Flamingo Road Cooper City 

 

Wayward Sailor Pub 

3045 North Federal Hwy. FTL 

Ship Greetings and Events 

Membership News 

Fleet Week 2008 ended May 2nd.  After such a wonderful week entertaining and enjoying the sailors let’s enjoy the break. 

USS BATAAN LHD 5 -  Sailors of the Quarter 

Submitted by CMDCM J. Tubbs, USN 

Sailor of the Quarter -  HM1 Chelsea L. Turner 

Petty Officer of the Quarter  - AC2(AW/SW) Kevon L. Samuel 

Blue Jacket of the Quarter -  ACAA Sarah B. Horndt 

 

USCG Station Fort Lauderdale passed itôs latest Inspection with flying colors - 
Congrats to all who work so hard at the station. 

 
We bid a warm welcome to 1st Lt. James Neville, USMC as he joins NOSC Mi-
ami as the training officer.  He is responsible for the Marine Corps activities at the 
center. 
 
USS John F. Kennedy - CV 67 has been towed to the Philadelphia Navy Yard for 
permanent storage. 

 

http://www.bcnavyleague.org/
mailto:giambrone@myacc.net


USS Leyte Gulf CG-55 

Sailor in the Spotlight 

SAILOR IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

EDITORôS NOTE 

     Happy Birthday, Broward County Florida Council of the Navy League of the United States. Celebrating forty years of 

dedication to the education of our citizens, including our elected officials, and support of the men and women of the sea ser-

vices is quite a task. We have the largest membership of the South Florida Councils. 

     Many former presidents gave information about formation of the Council.  It was chartered on March 22,  1968. The first 

President was Robert C. Abel, Jr.  According to Charles Williams, a past president from 1977 thru 1979, the Council met at 

the Coral Ridge Country Club.  Due to space restrictions the Council became the Council of 100.  Entertainment was done in 

private homes for the officers.  Those who had enlisted into the navy were treated to four hour bar-be-cues at Birch State 

Park.   

     At the time Marty and Edith Ellis, Presidents from 1988 thru 1991, the Council met at the Beach Club on the corner of 

Oakland and A1A.  Marty was the first Naval Instructor at Ft. Lauderdale High NJROTC Program.  Alan Starr as President 

moved the monthly meetings to the Sheraton Yankee Clipper. His terms were 1998 and 1999. Socials opened to more events 

for the enlisted people. 
Council: We hope to keep you sailing. 

Denise Hein, Editor 
 

 

Hometown: Brooklyn, NY 

Duty Title: Electronics Technician  Third Class Michael M. Du-

bois 

Time in the Navy: 10 AUG 06   

Why I joined the Navy: To help family  

Most exciting/rewarding Navy experience: My first underway 

period 

Greatest achievement since joining the Navy: Becoming Blue 

Jacket of the Quarter making Third Class Petty Officer  

Goal hoping to achieve before leaving the Navy: To receive a 

Bachelors degree and become an officer  

Plans after Navy life: Pursue my career to become an actor or 

President of a leading fashion industry  

The thing I like most about my job is: Opportunity   

Electronic Technician 3rd Class 

Michael M. Dubois 
 



Additional Editorôs Notes 
 

In this special month of celebrating the Fortieth Anniversary of our Council Newsletter Editor, Denise Hein, was hard pressed to report 

all of her historical information in the limited space allowed for her Editorôs Notes.  Hereôs more from Denise! 

 

Past Presidents still active in our council are:  Alan Starr, Don Bannister, Joe Giambrone and Bob Hein.  All these men continue to give 

hours of time and dedication to the Council. 

 

Broward County Council of the Navy League of the United States has adopted the USS Leyte Gulf CG - 55, the USS Bataan LHD - 5, 

U. S. Coast Guard Air Station Miami, Navy Operational Support Center and Marine Corps Reserve Center.   

 

One of our most popular events is the Annual Easter Egg Hunt held every year at U. S. Coast Guard Station, Fort Lauderdale.  This 

event was instituted by Fran Shaw, at the time of her presidency.  This year we had the largest attendance ever.  In eight years it, has 

become one of the most popular events for the Coast Guard and their families.  Thank you Fran. 
 

Legislative News  
 

 

       Council member George Reeves disturbed by the action taken by the City Council of Berkeley,  
      California regarding the Marine Corps recruiting station in their city took his time to express his  
      concerns in writing  to Senator Mel Martinez.  Below is a response to his letter. 
 

Dear Mr. Reeves: 

 

Thank you for contacting me with your views on the actions taken by the city council of Berkeley, California 

against a Marine Corps recruiting station in their city.  I appreciate hearing from you and would like to respond to 

your concerns. 

 

As you know, the city council of Berkeley approved a measure urging the Marine Corps to leave their city, stat-

ing that they are ñ...uninvited and unwelcome intruders.ò  Additionally, the city gave special privileges to the 

group ñCode Pinkò that provided them with access to the Marine recruitment station that other groups are not en-

titled to.  While Berkeley did rescind some of their more egregious remarks following public backlash, they have 

failed to issue direct apologies for their attempt to force the Marines out of their city. 

 

As a proud supporter of our Marine Corps and of our nationôs servicemen and women, I joined several of my col-

leagues in cosponsoring legislation authored by Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC) that will rescind any federal funds 

appropriated to the City of Berkeley for Fiscal Year 2008 and redirect all of those funds to the Operations and 

Maintenance Budget of the U.S. Marine Corps.  Regardless of their views on national policies, it is important that 

government officials respect the men and women of our country who are sacrificing for the freedoms they enjoy.  

Senator DeMintôs legislation, known as the Semper Fi Act (S.2596), has been placed on the Senateôs Legislative 

Calendar.  Please know that I will keep your thoughts in mind as my colleagues and I discuss this legislation fur-

ther. 

 

Again, thank you for sharing your opinions with me.  If you have any additional questions or comments, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.  In addition, for more information about issues and activities important to Florida, 

please sign up for my weekly newsletter at http://martinez.senate.gov. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Mel Martinez 

United States Senator 

 

Thanks George for your action and caring. 

 
 



Tiger Cruise -  Iwo Jima LHD - 7 

 
Don Bannister, Danny Ben-Joseph, Anita Carmell, George Reeves, Andre and Manuel Rodriguez, Joan and Erwin Sefton and Andrea 
Vaughan took advantage of the opportunity to participate on a Tiger Cruise aboard the USS Iwo Jima April 24/27 from Norfolk to Fort 
Lauderdale.  We hope they remembered to bring their cameras and look forward to hearing their adventure tales upon their return.    

 

Navy League of the United States 

April 2008 Newsletter 

 
National Navy League publishes their monthly newsletters and can be viewed on line at www.navyleague.org.  The April 2008 issue 
was of special interest.  Under Council News there was a write up including pictures of our 8th Annual Easter Egg Hunt .  Thanks to 
Bob and Denise Hein for sharing our news and the publicity received.  Great Job guys! 
 

40th Anniversary Celebration Smashing Success  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Navy Leagueôs Broward County Councilôs 40th Anniversary Celebration at Tropical Acres Restaurant on April 10th was a huge 
success.   The record number of attendees for the dinner meeting was a combination of BCNL members, their guests, dignitaries represent-
ing the local political and Sea Service communities, and representatives of the USCGôs Tactical Law Enforcement Team (TACLET), whose 
job it is to fight back and stop untouchable crime lord drug smugglers on the high seas.  Dressed impeccably in his Navy uniform that proudly 
sported a chest full of medals, retired Senior CPO Allan Starr, BCNLôs 1st Vice President, carried out his duties as Master of Ceremonies 
flawlessly, with charm, intelligence and military professionalism.  Following the presentation of Colors by Taravella High School's JNROTC 
Color Guard, a moment of silence was held to honor those men and women in our Armed Forces around the world, especially those serving 
in harmôs way.   

 
In honor of the Councilôs 40th Anniversary, long time Mayor Jim Naugle read a proclamation from the city of Ft. Lauderdale.  Laurie 

Watkins, Assistant to Congressmen Ron Klein, read a tribute to BCNL, and Broward County Mayor Lois Wexler's office also sent a proclama-
tion honoring the Council.  

 
 In addition to serving as a celebration of BCNLôs 40th Anniversary, a special tribute was paid to Celeste Keegan, a council leader for 
many years. CAPT Karl Schultz, CO, USCG Sector Miami, CAPT Steve Mehling, CO, USCG Air Station Miami, and LT Scott Rooke, CO, 
USCG Station Ft. Lauderdale, all presented Celeste tributes, not only for her dedicated service to BCNL, but especially for her years of out-
standing support for the men and women attached to their local Coast Guard Commands.  Celeste was drenched in applause and given a 
standing ovation for her dedication to BCNL and America's men and women of the Sea Services. 
   

With dinner plates collected, guest speaker CDR John Daly, USCG, was introduced.  CDR Daly is the CO of the Coast Guardôs 
TACLET, a unit that is essentially a sea-going SWAT team.  It is their job to board suspect vessels at sea to confiscate drugs and arrest the 
smugglers.  He took the audience on an unforgettable video journey into the Eastern Pacific Ocean. Incredible video showed a state-of-the-
art vessel, mostly submerged, moving through the water with the Coast Guard in pursuit. CDR Daly explained that ships like these carry tons 
of illegal drugs headed to American shores. When the vessels realize they have been spotted and are being pursued by the Coast Guard, 
they pull the plug and sink the ship. Wearing life vests, the crews jump overboard, knowing the Coast Guard will rescue them. All of this was 
captured on Coast Guard video. Daly says the arrests are critically important because during their interrogation, much is learned that aids in 
the war against drugs. When asked where these vessels are made, CDR Daly explained that they are constructed in the mountains of Co-
lumbia for drug lords.  It was a memorable presentation that will not be forgotten by those in attendance, and he was given a round of ap-
plause at itôs conclusion.  

  
It was a milestone in the history of BCNL, and a night that those attending would not soon forget.   

  

 Robert N. Hein, Public Relations 
Broward County Florida Council  

Navy League of the United States  
           

Sr. Chief Alan Starr, USN (Ret.) 

presents CDR John Daly USCG CO  

TACLET South  appreciation gift. 

 Mayor Jim Naugle presents                  

Proclamation from the City of Fort 

Lauderdale to  MC of the evening. 

Laurie Watkins, representing  

U. S. Congressman Ron Klein   

reads Proclamation 


