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NOVEMBER DINNER SOCIAL 

When   ð    Thursday, November 13, 2008 

   Where  ð   Tropical Acres 

 

 Time -    6:30pm for cocktails  

            7:15pm for dinner 

 

        Program:  CDR Bob Cepek, CO 

USS KAUFFMAN (FFG 59)  
 

Dinner Choices  

Prime Rib or 

Chicken Breast 

 

Cost ð  $30 per person 
 

Reservations to:  Anita Carmell by Nov 6th  

Bcnavyleague@yahoo.com or 954-473-1071 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

     It is with heartfelt sadness that I mention  the passing of 4 

of our long time members.   In addition to Sidney Weigner 

and Richard Meyer, as many of you already know,   Director 

Celeste Keegan passed away in September after a long and 

courageous battle  against cancer.  Last week, Jay Porges, also  

a Director, passed away after a long illness.  Celeste wore 

numerous hats on the Board  and was the long time backbone 

of our  Council.  Jay was also an active Board  member and 

very supportive of our NL  activities.  Our sympathies and 

prayers  go out to all of their families, and especially  ñPapa 

Joeò Keegan and Dorothy Porges. 

     On October 16th, more then 40 of our members  enjoyed a 

delicious meal and a great time at the Old Heidelberg 

Restaurant, where we celebrated our annual ñOktoberfestò.  

As The Helmsmen goes to press, we are looking forward to 

hosting the USS Kauffman (FFG-59) in early November.  

Although the dates have  not been finalized, we are expecting 

an arrival  on Monday, 10 November, with an All Hands/

Veterans  Day Party at Brinyôs Riverfront Irish Bar &  

Restaurant on Tuesday evening, the 11th.  Our  regular Dinner 

Meeting will be at Tropical Acres  on Thursday, the 

13thé..please make plans to  attend as in addition to a special 

tribute to Veterans and POWs, we are awaiting the  

confirmation of an exciting guest speaker.  Looking further 

down the road, we expect a visit  by a well known DDG in 

early December (Broward  Navy Days will serve as host), and 

our installation of officers will be held on the Carnival 

Freedom on  Saturday, January 17th.  Be sure to ñSave the 

Dateò!  

      Once again, I ask each of you to step forward and take a 

more active role in our Councilôs activities.  Speak with me, 

or any Board  Member, and letôs find a place for you to help  

out!  As always, thanks for your support! 

                                                     
                                                Bill Weiler  

                                                                                    CAPT G. William Weiler, USN (Ret.) 
President, Broward County Florida Council 

Navy League of the United States 
954 344-4513 

                                                             

 

BROWARD COUNTY VETERANSBROWARD COUNTY VETERANS   

CLINIC DEDICATIONCLINIC DEDICATION   
          On the grounds of the new Broward County Veterans Outpatient On the grounds of the new Broward County Veterans Outpatient 

Clinic the dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony took place on Clinic the dedication and ribbon cutting ceremony took place on 

Monday, October 13,2008.  Many federal, state and city dignitaries, or Monday, October 13,2008.  Many federal, state and city dignitaries, or 

their representatives were on hand including Congressman Alcee their representatives were on hand including Congressman Alcee 

Hastings, Ron Klein and Mayor Steven B. Feren of Sunrise, Florida Hastings, Ron Klein and Mayor Steven B. Feren of Sunrise, Florida 

where the clinic is located.where the clinic is located.  

          The Navy League was represented by Broward County Council, The Navy League was represented by Broward County Council, 

LTC Connie Christenson, USA (Ret.)  Veterans Chair, Florida State LTC Connie Christenson, USA (Ret.)  Veterans Chair, Florida State 

Council was the Keynote Speaker.                                   Council was the Keynote Speaker.                                   By Robert HeinBy Robert Hein  



     USS McInerney (FFG 8) and 

attached Helicopter Anti-

Submarine Squadron Light 

(HSL) 44 Detachment 8 returned 

home Oct. 5 after six-month 

counter-illicit trafficking deploy-

ment in the Eastern Pacific 

Ocean. 

      

     The highlight of the deploy-

ment came on Sept. 13 when the 

crew and embarked U.S. Coast 

Guard Law Enforcement Detach-

ment (LEDET) 404 captured a 

Self Propelled Semi-Submersible 

(SPSS) vessel containing seven 

tons of cocaine and four sus-

pected  i l l i c i t- t ra f f i ckers .  

Throughout their deployment, 

McInerney intercepted 22 tons of 

cocaine. 

Jim and Rene McInerney, great nephew of shipôs namesake 
VADM Francis McInerney, with CDR Keith Wheeler at the recep-
tion aboard the USS McInerney. Jim was a GM2 (Gunners Mate 
II) upon his discharge from the Navy.  He served several tours in 
Vietnam with Seal Team II and also is retired from Hallandale 
Beach Police Department. 

     President ð Bill Weiler ð 954-344ð4513 

     First VP - Alan Starr ð 954-722-8285 

     Second VP ð Bob Haab ð 954ð741-7299 

     VP- Legislative Affairs   - Jerry Corcoran ð305ð371-7612 

     Secretary ð Marianne Giambrone ð 954-389-0545 

     Treasurer ð Peggy Raben ð 954-462 2178  

     JAG ð Ed Rumin, Esq.- 954-565-9492 

 

Stewards who proved their skills by providing refreshment at the 

on board reception.  Thanks for a GREAT JOBðWELL DONE! 

 

USS MC INERNEY (FFG 8) VISITS PORT EVERGLADES  

ON RETURN FROM DEPLOYMENT  

 

      USS McInerney made a one day stop at Port Everglades 

on her way back home on October 4th.  During her stay 

authorities off-loaded the confiscated contraband .    

      At the reception on board, over one hundred guests 

were proud and honored to witness the presentation of the 

Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal to the seven 

members of USCG LEDET 404 crew and two sailors. 

      CDR Wheelerôs excitement over the accomplishment 

was apparent in a conversation with him. ñIt is next to 

impossible to capture a SPSS and suspected traffickers 

before they scuttle the vesselò he said with a great deal of 

pride. 

Recipients of the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 

Medal with guests at on board reception. 

 

CONTACT YOUR OFFICERS 

MEMORIAL SERVICE HELDMEMORIAL SERVICE HELD   
     A Memorial Service was held at USCG Station Fort 

Lauderdale for LCDR Andrew C. Wischmeier on Saturday 

October 18.  LCDR Wischmeier died in the crash of CG-6505 

on 4 September along with three other crewmen.  He was a 

Fort Lauderdale native stationed  in Hawaii. 

Photo credits to:  Navy News Service 

Peter & Jacqueline Caspari, Professional Photographers 

 1-800-705-2454 


